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EXHIBIT 


2840  IVOODL'vHD  DRIVE 
WASHINGTON 


November  8,  1946 


Donr  Nr,  Smith: 

In  the  lifht  of  the  enclosed  clipping  which  appeared  in  to¬ 
night's  WASHINGTON  STAR,  I  believe  that  a  few  words  from  me  may  be  helpful 
to  you  in  your  defense  of  Kcki.  Hirota.  In  case  you  were  correctly  quoted 
by  the  Associated  Press  that  you  are  planning  to  fly  to  the  United  States 
to  interi-ogate  me  because  "a  lot  of  his  (Crew's)  statements  now  contra¬ 
dict  things  he  said  in  his  bock  (TEN  YEARS  IN  JAPAN)  with  reference  to 
ray  client,  former  Foreign  Atlnister  and  Premier  Koki  Hirota",  you  are 
probably  referring  to  tne  affidavit  which,  under  request,  I  executed 
on  May  28,  1946.  "nie  only  other  affidavit  which  I  recollect  having 
signed  for  the  tria?.s  was  executed  soi.;owhat  later  and  had  to  do  only 
with  my  final  interview  vdth  Togo  as  Foreign  Minister  and  did  not  con¬ 
cern  Hirota. 

I  think  that  a  careful  examLnation  in  their  entirety  of  the 
state-ments  of  fact  in  my  affidavit  of  28,  1946,  based  on  the 
offic.'^l  records,  and  the  references  to  Hirota  in  ny  book  will  show  that 
thus  3  Rtatc.Tients  and  references  are  neither  contradictory  nor  incon- 
flislenl.  Tie  former  dealt  only  vdth  facts  as  they  appear  in  the  official 
records ,  Miny  of  the  references  to  Hirota  in  ray  book,  on  the  contrary, 
wore  expressions  of  opinion  recorded  over  a  long  period  of  time  (1933 
to  1938)  and  these  expressions  of  opinion  should  furnish  important 
material  for  the  defense.  Ho  one  who  does  not  thoroughly  understand  the 
situation  in  Japan  during  those  years  can  appreciate  what  the  civilian 
Preraiers  and  Foreign  Ministers  had  to  contend  vdth  in  the  face  of  the 
irdlitary  extremists.  I  personally  hope  that  Hirota  will  bo  acquitted 
for  I  am  convinced  from  ny  official  and  personal  experience  that  ho  tried 
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his  best  to  arrest  the  tide  of  military  aggression,  and  that  had  he 
done  more  than  he  did  do  in  that  respect  he  could  not  have  survived  in 
office  to  continue  his  efforts.  Individual  references  in  ny  book 
might  indicate  the  contrary  but  not  if  those  references  are  read  as  a 
whole.  I  enclose  a  statement  vihich  I  gave  tonight  to  the  United  Press, 
at  their  request,  in  "eply  to  U»o  Tokyo  press  despatch  referred  to 
above , 

Recently  I'r,  F.  E.  V/.  Warren  and  Mr.  Carrington  Williams  of 
t^ic  Legal  Section,  SC^P,  Defense  Fansl,  Intorn&tional  Military  Tribunal 

•j 

for  the  Far  Ep.st,  cf31cu  on  me  and  asked  if  I  could  givo  them  any 
information  regaruirg  the  Japanese  now  under  indictment.  I  told  them 
tnat  based  cn  isj  cfficial  and  rersonal  contacts  with  three  of  the 
accused,  Mesars,  Hirota,  Hiranuma  and  Shigomitsu,  I  did  not  think  that 
any  of  thoae  thi-oo  should  be  convicted  of  war  crimes  and  I  gave  Messrs. 
Warren  and  V/illian,s  a  statcraant  dated  October  30,  1946,  which  they 
could  a&o  at  the  trial  and  of  wliich  I  enclose  a  copy.  This  does  not 
mean  that  I  believe  all  the  other  accused  to  be  gui.ltyj  it  sinqjly  means 
that  I  did  not  ha-vc  sufficiently  close  contacts  \dth  the  others  to 
justify  a  sti‘tec''nt. 

I  am  writing  you  this  letter  sinqsly  in  a  desire  to  be  helpful. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  Joseph  C.  Grew 
Joseph  C.  Grew 

}4r.  Davi-i  F.  Imith 

Legal  Section,  SOAP,  Defense  Panel 

International  Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East 
Tokyo,  Japan 

Qaclosures : 

1.  Clipping  from  the  WASHINGTON  STAR,  November  8,  1946, 
containing  Associated  Press  news  despatch  from  Tokyo 
under  same  date. 
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2.  Copy  of  statement  given  to  the  United  Press 
November  3,  1946, 

3»  Copy  of  statement  of  October  30|  1946,  handed  to 
Mesr-rs.  F.  E.  W,  Warren  and  Carrington  V/illiams 
on  same  date. 


Excerpt  from  letter  fi-om  Joseph  C,  Crew  dated  November  8,  1946 
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